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Mr. President Hirotaka Kawano, 
Mr. President Professor Nakashima,
Esteemed Members,

It is our honor and privilege to send this message on the occasion of your celebration of 100 years Japanese Orthopae-
dic Association. Your association is an important landmark in Orthopaedics and Traumatology and has contributed 
greatly to our specialty worldwide. It is an impressive example of dedication to excellence and its many facets include 
the entire world of Orthopaedics and Trauma in clinical aspects and research. This is best illustrated by your scien-
tific and clinical activities with three important conferences planned. In 2026, the 99th Annual Meeting of the Japanese 
Orthopaedic Association, the 59th Annual Musculoskeletal Tumor Meeting and the 41st Annual Research Meeting are 
again expected to set worldwide standards in education, clinical science and research.
We were very proud to invite Japan and JOA as the official guest nation of the German Society for Orthopaedic and 
Trauma Surgery (DGOU) at the “Deutscher Kongress fuer Orthopaedie und Unfallchirurgie” in Berlin from October 
24th till 28th, 2022. The scientific content of this combined meeting with three official sessions organized by the Ger-
man Japanese Society for Orthopaedics and Traumatology (GJSOT), an official section of DGOU since 2021, focused on 
the excellent connections between our two countries. This important exchange over many years has allowed Japanese 
and German surgeons to visit several high-profile conferences in Japan and Germany. We are grateful to our forefa-
thers both in Japan and Germany for their achievement of bringing our two countries closer together. Our exchange 
and contacts are becoming even more relevant in the present challenging times. 
We are delighted to continue and increase our cooperation for even better links between our two countries as well as 
the surgical community. Hopefully we will encourage especially younger surgeons to take part in our scientific ex-
change which will further increase the understanding of similarities and enable to learn about differences of our ap-
proaches and therefore: let us learn from each other!
For your celebration in 2026 we hope you will be able to take time and reflect on the past 100 years and honor those 
Japanese and German surgeons who have helped to establish a unique collaboration in the world of Orthopaedics and 
Traumatology.
Happy 100th birthday, JOA, from all your friends in Germany!
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